Rising 8t" Grade

Changes for 2010-2011 School Year




Rationale for Changes

» Increase student achievement by increasing
teacher collaboration and student
responsibility .

» More effectively prepare 8t grade students
for success in a high school environment.

» Help make a bridge for students as they
transition from middle school to high school.




What are the Changes?

» Move - 8t grade classrooms will move to the
D, E, and F Halls and adjacent trailers.

» Classroom arrangement - 8t grade
classrooms will be arranged by content area,
not in teams.

» No teacher teams - 8th grade students will
not be on teams of teachers, but will move
between academic classes.

» Connections schedules will remain the same.




Move - details

» Science teachers will be assigned to science
classrooms in Halls D, E, and F.

» Math teachers will be in Hall D.

» LA teachers will be in Hall E.

» SS teachers will be in Hall F.

» Trailers will be used as needed for overflow.

» PROBE teachers will be located with the
appropriate content areas.




Classroom Arrangement

» Increase in teacher collaboration

» Since 8t grade content area teachers are
located together in one area of the building,
they will be better able to collaborate both
formally and informally.

» In addition to the twice monthly PLC
(professional learning community) meetings,
teachers will be in the halls between classes
which increases the opportunity for informal

collaboration.




Classroom Arrangement

» Content area teachers will also be eating
together at the same time.

» This will be an excellent time for informal
collaboration.




Student Responsibility

» Students will move from class to class and
will be responsible for getting to class on
time (within 3-5 minutes) with less teacher
supervision than they currently have.

» Tardies to class will be handled using a high
school model where students will receive
consequences if the number of tardies to

each class is above a pre-determined
number.




Student Responsibility

» Locker breaks will still be scheduled into the
day. Students will be expected to get what
they need from their lockers during these
breaks.

» This will help maximize teaching and learning
as class disruptions are minimized.

» Follows high school model for lockers.




Student Responsibility

» Students will need to keep track of their own
academic progress through academic
advisement sessions.

» Teachers will help, but students will be
encouraged to take the lead in this regard on
their own behalf.




Other Details

» Students will move in a pre-determined
traffic pattern between classes.

» Students will be expected to continue moving
between classes without stopping.

» Students will not be escorted between
academic classes, but will be escorted
to/from Connections and lunch just as is
done now.




Other Details

» Classes will go to lunch based on academic
class, not by team. For example, all LA
classes will go to lunch together.

» Lunch times may be shortened, as needed, to
encourage student self-responsibility.

» Conferences will still be held as needed and
during early release days.

» During conferences, it is anticipated that
parents will still be able to meet with the
student s’ academic teach




More Info to Come

» There may be other changes as determined
by the committee of teachers who will be
meeting this summer.

» All changes will be communicated early in the
2010-2011 school year to both students and
parents.




Closing/Questions

» We are very excited about this new
opportunity to better prepare your children
for high school!

» Questions?




