
Chose one(1)of the following books as your second reading choice:  

Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt - On Wednesday afternoons, while his Catholic and 

Jewish schoolmates attend religious instruction, Holling Hoodhood, the only Presbyterian in his 

seventh grade, is alone in the classroom with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, who Holling is convinced 

hates his guts. He feels more certain after Mrs. Baker assigns Shakespeare's plays for Holling 

to discuss during their shared afternoons. Each month in Holling's tumultuous seventh-grade 

year is a chapter in this quietly powerful coming-of-age novel set in suburban Long Island during 

the late '60s. 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick - Steven Alper is a typical 

eighth-grader--smarter than some, a better drummer than most, but with the usual girl problems 

and family trials. Then, on October 7, his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey, falls, has a nosebleed 

that doesn't stop, and is diagnosed with leukemia. 

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac - Six-year-old Ned Begay leaves his Navajo home for 

boarding school, where he learns the English language and American ways. At 16, he enlists in 

the U.S. Marines during World War II and is trained as a code talker, using his native language 

to radio battlefield information and commands in a code that was kept secret until 1969. 

The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman - When Anthony "Antsy" Bonano and his friends 

meet Calvin Schwa, they are impressed and puzzled by his ability to appear and disappear 

before their very eyes. Antsy concocts a moneymaking scheme based on the Schwa's invisibility 

that seems promising until he and his friends overreach and are caught by the town's legendary 

mean millionaire, Mr. Crawley. 

Savvy by Ingrid Law - Upon turning 13, each member of the Beaumont family develops a 

supernatural ability, or “savvy, ” which must then be tamed. Well aware of the problems savvys 

can bring (the family had to relocate when one child had difficulty controlling his storm-

producing savvy), 12-year-old Mississippi (Mibs) awaits her birthday eagerly but with a bit of 

trepidation. Then Poppa is seriously injured in an accident far away, and Momma goes to his 

side, leaving Mibs and the rest of the family to cope with Mibs’ 13th birthday on their own. 


